      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Bycroft, Clarke, Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
There were four  members of the public.

362/17  To receive apologies:
Cllr. Fairclough
LCC Cllr. Dereli
363/17         To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2017.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th March 2017 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
364/17         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
365/17       To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.
Mr Critchley spoke about being no bus shelters in Rufford.

Rufford Old Hall parking issues on the A59. Could the Parish Council help with this matter?

Prescot Avenue, Rufford. The tarmac on the pavements was subsiding. Could the Clerk contact LCC highways?
The meeting was reconvened.

366/17      To consider planning applications as below:

2017/0241/FUL  Land to the West of Alsley Lodge Retirement Home,Rufford

Demolition of existing bungalow and relocate a replacement dwelling in a more appropriate place.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0225/FUL  4, Mill Hey Lane, Rufford.

Single storey extension to rear elevation.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0256/LBC National Trust, Rufford Old Hall.

Removal of concrete and brick panels from timber framed Great Hall and be replaced with traditional materials.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0289/FUL  Land at the Junction with Sluice Lane, Rufford

Variation of Condition 13 imposed on planning permission to allow for site investigations and remediation strategy.

It was resolved that this council  should make no decision until further information forthcoming.
Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2017/027/FUL  14, Roseacre Gardens, Rufford

Proposed addition of a garden room.
Planning decisions refused.

NONE

367/17      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022197  Holmeswood Village Hall – planting new hedges.                          £500.00

022198  Acorn Maintenance – replace wooden retainer around

              Millenium Cross






£215.00

022199  K Newsham – salary, expenses and administration


£580.46

022200  WLBC trade waste – Rufford/Holmeswood Village halls     
£265.92

022201  JH Mayor and Sons Ltd-wood –Rufford Community Park

£78.78

022202  LALC 2017/18 Membership





£367.32

022203  John Gordon Chairman’s allowance 2017/18


£250.00

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

Public Works Loan Board paid 18/4/2017




£2,971.83

Income 
WLBC  Precept 1st instalment 2017/18




£16,983.50

368/17
Annual Governance statement external auditors BDO 2016/17
Annual review of accounts for the year ending 31st March 2017

Annual governance statement 2016/17

Section 1

Signed by Chairman and Clerk

Responsible financial officer
369/17
Resident of Brick Kiln Lane ,Rufford complained about abusive language from cyclists as they pass her property and the use of cyclists using this lane etc.

It was resolved by the council for the Clerk to write to the occupier.

370/17      Flood Risk
The Rufford Community Emergency Plan at the moment is on hold due to legal requirements on the highway.
It was resolved by the council that the Chairman and Clerk would provide further information in the future.
371/17     Highways and footpaths
Damage to road signage and road edgings being thrown in a watercourse by contractors for Openreach in Sandy Lane, Holmeswood. Cllr Cummings stated the work should be hopefully rectified in the next four weeks.

It was resolved that the Clerk would monitor the situation.

372/17   Public footpaths  
Public complaint – broken glass etc.
It was resolved the Clerk would forward this information onto LCC footpath officer. 373/17       Village Halls

            Rufford
 NONE

            Holmeswood
NONE
374/17      Recreation grounds
NONE
375/17        Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

Cllr Bycroft and Cllr. Gordon(chairman) reported back on LAPTAC that it was poorly attended by the parish councils. Topic of bus services in the area was discussed.

The council noted the meeting.

376/17 Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
Discussed signage and planters.

The Village Society kindly brought in high vis bibs and gloves which they had obtained from Northern Rail for adults and Rufford Primary School gardening club pupils. The council discussed property signage on the Rufford station.

It was resolved by the council to grant £500.00 cheque towards signage for the station and would like to thank the village society for their good work in their meetings with Northern Rail. The council noted the information and the Clerk would keep councillors updated on details.

377/17       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
378/17       To note police information
Clerk read out crime figures which were kindly supplied by PCSO Bethan Cross 7048:

20/03/2016 – 21/04/2016
The police attended 29 incidents.

20/03/2017 – 21/04/2017
The police attended 29 incidents.

The Council noted the crime figures. 
379/17     To note the date of the Annual Meeting  of the Council scheduled for 15th May  2017.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 15th May 2017
Chairman closed the meeting  at 8.25pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
